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Tt fie PrtpriHtn 9f th Btl/att Magazatt, 

T TRANSMIT you fpr insertion in 
*■ year psges, if you consider it de-. 
serving of a place in them, an ex- 
tract from a manuscript, of an excur- 
sion through a part of .this provincej 
in December. Should the present 
fraigment meet your approbation, I 
shall send you in continuatioji, some 
tfbiierirailons on the village of Gracp- 
faiilj and its academy. 

I am vours, &c. 

Z. 

AND hCre J canoot avoid noting 
down .some reflec-tioos, and observa- 
tions, which arose out of the circum- 
stance of my having, when last in 
this part of . the (Cpyniry, beheld the 
superb edifice erected by the late 
Kart of jOiri^toI, on the hanks of 
Lough Neagb, wjtb aip aspect so dif- 
ferent frpm iis pr«s^jt one : the day 
was ciild and dceary, and as I roild 
along towaiids the Ktty over which 
I intended to go, a train of solemn 
feelings passed »*:i;u8s my mhtdi 
which .were kept alive by reflectio;i, 
and contejnplation of the surround- 
ing scenery. 

Oo beholding 4bis once noble edi- 
fice, now a roofless turret, rorming 
a lonely object in jtfae wintry laud- 
scape, aaemory held up her tablet, 
glowing with scenes of former days. 
About ten years ago, I bad contern- 
plated this magniBceiit pile ; costly 
in the embeili.sbmeiits of art; stored 
with the choicest efforts of the sta- 
tuary's chissel, and.the painter's pea- 
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cil. I bad been wiishin its walls, t 
had fensted my eyes with pleaSore 
and satisfaction oit the assemblage of| 
its silent beajuties. Whatever was 
superb in ornament, or classical in 
design, had lent its aid to ernbeljish 
this lordly dome. Eccentricily dic- 
tated the plan j ojmlence furn'shed 
the maieri'als ; and art <^on)pleted 
the majestic structure. I well re- 
culieci the impression that wm then 
made on my taste and fancy. 1 h^ 
mtt before been gratified with, the 
view of so much elegance ; and 
though I have since inspected some 
of the first collectiotis of painting it; 
Europe, aiid the finest specimens of 
architecture, yet this, building s»f- 
fers nothing by comparison, particu- 
larly as a [private residence : as such 
it was splendid iodeefl, • 
. A massy peHlraent, sopported by 
giant rotumns, bore, in relief, an ap- 
propriate inscription from the Odys- 
sy. The temp'le was circular; and 
round a I'riese at the top, was in- 
scribed those lines, from the 4ih 
Georgic of Virgil : 

"la TJridi campo, templum de atannore 
ponam," &c &c 

alluding to i^hd sitimcion. I was then 
in 'Company with some' intitresfing 
and amiable young ladies, who yet 
remember with pleasure our roman- 
tic e^ciirMori. I was struck with the 
abrupt graiideur wiib wbigb it rose 
in the midst of a wild waste. At that 
time its lordly founder slumbered in 
the dust ; the mitre nor the crown 
shields not the heads of its wearers : 
the time of its own decease was then 
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at hand : and I remember, whilst we 
were gazing on the beauties of its 
apartments, the keenngh, or aborigi- 
nal requiem of the native Iri<b, re- 
sounded through the edifice: a fu- 
neral passiiis; at the time, pro- 
duced a sublime and solemn efiect ; 
and through the medium of a ro- 
mantic imagination, may appear to 
BKimory as if prophetic of its falj. 
Thus does the poet's fancy linger 
rear a spot where he once enjoyed de- 
light, and where the harp of Eolus 
abounding in sadness, had impressed 
on his ear, tones that foreboded a 
long separaiion from the place he 
loved. The summer then spread his 
rich mantle over nature," the land- 
scape smiled ; it then towered, the 
noblest object of the surrounding 
scenery. Now, the landscape lower- 
ed in frowning shade, winter wrap- 
ped the form of creation close in his 
hoary vestment ; it stood a shape- 
less ruin in the melancholy waste, 
with its tenanlless apartments open 
lo the winds of heaven, with no- 
thing left but its massy walls to tel] 
that there once resided spleudid opu- 
lence. 

'' I saw the walls of Balclutha, and 
thev were desolate ; ttip fox looked 
out of his place, and (he thistle sko<jk 
its grey beard in the wind.'* But 
thus must fall the turrets of ambi- 
tion, and moulder into dust, like the 
claj, to which when animated they 
aftorded a transient satisfaction ! 

Such were my reflections. I shall 
add the subjoined, as they were e- 
iicited, by considering the use of 
riches : as we study their application 
in the hands of the lineally opulent, 
or the man who receives them as the 
usual appendage of rank and title. 

The late Bishop of Derry was thai 
kind of being whom we may deno- 
minate an ftcentric. He had a 
faste, or rage as 1 shall call it, for 
pictoiial study, and had been much 
abroad. He built Ballyskuilen house. 



but did not reside there. I was 
told, that the whole, cost nearly 
^eiOO.OOO; but I may have been 
misinformed. However a very laVge 
sum was expended by him on this 
spot ; be designed it perhaps for a 
monument of bis taste and' wealth; 
it might have remained one of bis 
J'ollj/ ; now it adorns as a ruin, 3 
wild but not 9 picturesque landscape. 
He gave, it is true, employment by 
erecting this building to many sur- 
rounding poor ; this had its use, and 
was felt, pro tempore; but how much 
was wasted in foreign ornaments } 
given lo forejgn artists ? Let a rich 
man and a divine, cherish the. ten- 
der plant of education in a soil where 
its early buds are often nipped by 
this frost of penury ; let him gratify 
the more exalted feelings of his na- 
ture, by bestowing bis cumbrous 
vveakh on the amelioration of societji 
within the cirde of his influence, not by 
erecting mas!>y repositories of use- 
less grandeur, to be the gaze of^the 
million for a few transient years; 
let him thus act, artd he will prove 
himself a genuine follower of him 
who said, " Go, and do thou like- 
wise.'' 

Calmly rests the benevolent How- 
ard ! Deep wefe my sensations when 
in the sublime temple of St Paul, 
I wet bis monument with tears of 
which I am proud to boast : He 
wa^ the brother of his race! How 
poor to the hairs tli^t sliadcd his re- 
vered teinples, appears the conse- 
crated mitre or the ducal coronet ; 
his hallowed remains though trodden 
under Payiiim footsteps, are embalm- 
ed by the tears of the widow and 
the orphan, christian as well as nia- 
homeian. The breath of contagion 
laid hisn low, tbcmgh the iiend of 
pestilence, horrible as was its as- 
pect, was unable to appal his [)la- 
cid spirit, resolute in well doing. 
The stately pillar may rise to show 
»her$ its builder slumbers; but 
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the name of the true philanthropist 
■g of itself a inonumeot more durable 
thati brass; 

I have been conversing with some 
friends on subjects which led to these 
remarks. There has been a stupid 
niaxim, " de niortuis nil nisi bo- 
Dum" — 'tis false : a great inan at his 
decease only begins to live ; his 
wealth was given hinl as a sacred de- 
posite, to be improved' according to 
bis talents or opportunities, this un- 
done, he ought to live in remem- 
brance, but unwept by the poet, un- 
inng by the minstrel. His memory 
ohould be a picture ibr the observer 
of character to study, its faults 
should be marked by the pen of the 
tatyrist, and the canvas that repre- 
sents his deeds ought to stand un- 
varnished in the temple of history. 
The truly and actively good man, 
geeks for op eulogy, his virtues are 
bis monument; bis grave is bedew- 
ed with the tears of sensibility. The 
great man frivolous in himself, 
though fond of fame, wishes to ac- 
quire it, but then, " By'r lady he 
must build ichurcbes, and then there 
are hopes that a great man's me- 
mory may outlive his. life half a 
year." 

I have said the prelate was an 
•ccentric, he would probably be 
grieved were he now to see the house 
built by him in ruins; but he ad- 
mired ruins. I am told, that he 
said of his lady, from whom I believe 
he was separated, " that she was a 
fine old ruin!" being more advanc- 
ed in years than himself. 

No man has it in bis power to do 
moce local good than a«i Ojjulent pre- 
late of the established church ; many 
among them were, a(id are orna- 
ments of human nature, and luroi'- 
Daries of erudition. Porteus and 
Watson, are names which will be 
ever dear to their country. 

It is said, that the Earl was an ad- 
kiirer (I shall not say a votary) of 



the laughter loving dame. In hit 
bed-room I saw a picture of the 
Cy therean Queen, sufficient to waria 
the bosom .of age, or kindle into 
flame the desire of youth : i shall 
note an anecdote of this room. An 
old woman a walking index to the 
pictures and furniture, pointing to a 
)jicture exquisitely finished, but 
which explained itself, illustrated it ia 
the plainest manner ; ladies were 
present, and it had a more than awk- 
ward etfect. The composition was 
not immodest though warm, but her 
explanation of it, though not worm, 
was immodest. In fine the Earl lov.> 
ed the ladies, or rather liked theii' 
angelic forms ; poor man his heart 
was tender, few there are, who even 
with the shield of devotion, can re- 
pel or arrest the arrows of beauty. 

However it is better for a bishop 
to be a lover than a glutton; but 
I hope there is not one to be found 
whp resembles the picture sketched 
by Molcroftin Hugh Trevor. Slii;ht 
failings are too often observed with 
severity in the clergy, who, it ought 
to be reqijjaibered are but mortal. 
A rational christian ought well to 
know, that our religion deprives iii 
of not one gratification compatible 
with' our physical natures, or the 
dignity of our rational part. It en- 
joins the regulation of the passion^ 
not their extinction ; moderation, not 
penance, and the wretched votaries 
of monkish seclusion, or religious 
restriction of any kind, are perhaps 
the greatest enemies of that religion 
which they attempt toadvocate. Ishali 
thus conclude this expression of sen- 
timent, to which the subject led me. 

There is a way in which the sons 
of hereditary wealth or acquired 
opulence : the nobleman, the divine, 
the squire : hovir many children «f 
genius, waste their infancy and theit 
youth, withot)\ a friend to direct 
their steps in the way of eiAulatioii; 
to point out to their anxious eye tlie 
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distant tempte of fante ! How many 
Ojjening blossoms of mental excel- 
lence .cU«e their delicate calices, arid 
droop their heads in oblivion, or in 
death, uncheered by the jienial sun 
rtf patronage; or are trodden into 
the dnst, under the foot of purse- 
j^roud ignorance ! To transplant 
SBch valuable, bat neglected flow- 
*ets, from the frigiJ soil where they 
but rise above its surface : to place 
them in the temperature of animat- 
ing protection, there to develope 
thtir latent beauties : to nurse their 
fragile stems, leaning against the 
prop of pecuniary assistance, until 
the tender plant becomes a magniii- 
ceiit ornatvient of the garden that 
cherished it ; pleasing the eye of 
taste ; delighting the philosophic 
mind. To do this, I say, is a task 
\vorihy of the noblest birth, the Most 
ample possessions. This brings with, 
it a reward more pi'ecious than the 
gems of Golconda ; this presents to 
the pure and refined sense, an offering, 
tweeter than the fragrance of the 
orange-tree, that delight^ thd mari- 
ner on the Lnsitanian coast! An in- 
cense too refined for the vulgar 
mind : a pleasure too great to be en- 
joyed by those senseless beings whom 
nature fashionsevery day, and "sends 
forth a million such ashamed of her 
•work." 

T» tit Prtfrittort oftht Bel/ut Magaziiu. 

Gentlemen, 

THE following tale I met with in 
the original ; I thought it pret- 
ty, and the moral of it pleased me. 
It has, I think, the itieiit of simpli- 
city, and Comes qtlickly to its point. 
It would be in vain to pretend, that 
I havcj given it an English dress 
equal to its Italian one ; but I will 
not aftect to say, that 1 have taken 
no pains with it. A free translation, 
and a real English idiom, were oiy 



objects. Every one accDstonted to 
translate, uiust have found, that 
when he has revised hi* perfornsance, 
he has been disappointed and griev- 
ed, to find, in almost every sentence, 
expressiotis and turns of phrase, that 
do not belong ao itiach tei hi» native 
language, as to thai froita vthicb be 
has translated. This I have endea- 
voured to avoid: how far I hate 
succeeded, others lAost judge. If 
the story suits your miscdlany, ycHW 
iM^nron of it will obKge', 

Yotrrs^ Goe. 

C.E. 



THE PCNISHMENT OF BEVENOE ; 

A Story, from the Italian- 
AT the tune when a great part of 
Italy was divided into a number of 
small republics, intrigoes of various 
kinds, and petty wars were very 
frequent among Iheito. The disgrace- 
ful passions of envy, hatred,' and 
private revenge, were the principal 
causes of these disturbiilices. At 
that period, there existed a mortal 
enmity between Guido, a native of 
Lucca, and Gnicciardb, a Florert- 
titie; the former was a Captain in 
bis country's service, the latter was 
Governor of the town of Samrtiini- 
ato. whatever might have been the 
origin of their violent enmity, the 
fact is, that they endeavoured on 
every occasion to injure' each other, 
and esteemed themselves fortunate 
in any opportunity of accomplishing 
so unworthy an object. But how 
short-sighted is the misguided mind 
of man I Nescia mens honiinum 
fati sortisque futurte, et servare mo- 
duni, rebus sublata secundis ! How 
far are his schemes of vengeance 
from being the dictates of true poli- 
cy ! These men had each of them a 
son, who was the object of his roost 
violent affection. The youths, dur- 
ing their residence at Pisa, had con- 
ceived for each other a strong and 
digiatere'st^d friendship. iMequcnt- 



